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THE LANCET.

LONDON: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1874.

MR. STANSFELD AND THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACTS.

ANOTHER DANIEL has come to judgment in the person o
a middle-aged and hitherto meek Liberal, who was once !
Minister. Mr. STANSFELD has been indulging in a merc<

philippic against the Contagious Diseases Acts. He come!

to their attack with a rush and impetuosity that wer<

wholly unexpected in a man who was only yesterday E

member of the Cabinet responsible for defending them ;
and he invokes the renewal of an agitation which was de.
clared by one of his own colleagues to have been the result
of a monstrous system of perversion and exaggeration. We

are not altogether astonished at the spectacle; for it is not
the first time that we have witnessed manifestations of a

similar, if not of such a complete, spirit of abandon. Mr.

STANSFELD seems to have acquired something of the im-
pulsiveness of a feminine nature ; and he exhibits, what
would be both pardonable and creditable in a woman, but
what is exactly the reverse in a man of his position, and that
is a disregard of facts and a remarkable ignorance regarding
a subject which, in some of its phases, obtrudes itself on the
observation of most of us. When Mr. STANSFELD’S party
was in power a deputation waited upon the Home Secretary.
Threats of various kinds were thrown about the Home Office

by the deputation like so many hand-grenades; and, in
order that the warfare should not be circumscribed within

narrow limits of official places, it was to be carried, we were
told, into our home circles. The obduracy of the male sex
was to be overcome by appeals addressed to their wives and
daughters. When the Home Secretary ventured to address
the deputation in a becoming spirit of soberness and judg-
ment he was met with discontented murmurs and noisy ex-
pressions of dissent. The truth was that the deputation
did not go to reason, explain, or expostulate, but to kick
up a dust, and clamorously to dictate the adoption of their
own views. The late Ministry was a compressible one, and i
the Home Secretary was not the strongest-backed man in
it; but he evidently felt that, as a Minister, responsible to
the nation for what he did, and emphatically supported as
he was by the Report of a Royal Commission, he was not
to be driven from his position by a band of irresponsible
and fanatical persons. But now it would seem that Mr.

STANSFELD, a member of the same Cabinet, has constituted
himself the leader and champion of this band. He has put
his hand to the plough, and he is not the man to look back!
And what has Mr. STANSFELD to say ? When deprived of all
the new fringe of his passionate oratory we are surprised to
recognise the old materials of the ancient banner, which is

by this time considerably the worse for the wear. The Act,
we are told, was smuggled through Parliament as it was
smuggled away from public and proper discussion by the
newspapers; the laws are unconstitutional, immoral, and,
hygienically considered, necessarily and inevitably a failure.
The attempt to supplant and defy the Divine law by a

human law which sins against the laws of morals can never
succeed; the unhappy women are examined in order to

ascertain whether they are fit for the market on which they
are to enter under Government protection and guarantee;
they are walled in by a law that so deals with them by the
arm of the police and of doctors as to outrage the last

feeling of womanhood left in them, and which has so de-

graded them below the brute as to make redemption,
humanly speaking, impossible on this side the grave. The

principles at stake are: the supreme and God-given
law of morals, on the one hand; and the principles and
views of a cynical and insidious materialism on the other.
Moreover, and incidentally, a charge is implied, if not

directly stated, by Mr. STANSFELD, to the effect that the
official reports as to the working of the Acts by the army
officials have been constructed to fall in with the bias exist-

ing in the minds of those who drew them up. Now, if these
i charges, which thunder so in the preface, were true, however desirable the objects of recent legislation might appear
we should welcome the day that would blot it out of om

statute-book for ever. But it is notoriously otherwise. W(

contend that Mr. STANSFELD is so misled by his own

prejudices that he cannot see clearly; and we retort on
him the charge that he has approached the subject witb
a violent and very apparent bias. First of all, is he forget-
ful of the fact that there was a Royal Commission on this
question ?-and can he ignore the multiplied evidences of
his own senses, if he has read the metropolitan journals?
Has not the subject been discussed again and again from
every point of view-by correspondents, in leading articles,
to say nothing of tracts and pamphlets ? Did not the

Commissioners, composed of men of the highest character
and of widely different views, adduce abundant evidence
for their conclusion that the Acts had been productive
of a great amount of good - moral, physical, and reli-
gious-to the unfortunate classes that came within their
influence -classes that could be reached in no other

way ? P Let Mr. STANSFELD compare the present condition
of Devonport with what it was in the past or with what
Hull is at the present time. We are at a loss to under-

stand the grounds on which those who profess to regu-
late their conduct by the spirit of the Christian religion can
be opposed to these Acts. In a theological sense all our
diseases are the result of sin; and, in a wide sense, it is

undoubtedly true that man is to a great extent the arbiter
of his own fate-that the evils affecting him are the out-
come of his own acts or ignorance. But it is a pharisaism
to declare that we are to treat the delirium tremens of the

drunkard and the gout of the glutton and wine-bidder, but
not to provide relief for the sexual sinner. The most bigoted
religionist will not deny that it is the duty of the State to
protect the health of its soldiers and sailors, and treat them
when they are sick; or that the treatment of the diseases
to which the unfortunate women are especially liable who
derive a livelihood from prostitution is not a legitimate
object of charity. And treatment for this form of disease

must necessarily largely partake of the preventive kind.
There is no other practicable way. The women are often not
themselves aware that they stand in need of treatment, and
their poverty too often cuts them off from seeking it when
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they re. A terrible retribution attends the career of these

womei. The hospital is the only means of physical cure

open to them, and the best if not the only chance for

spiritualising and humanising influences reaching them is
to be found within its walls. The State recognises, what
no sane man can avoid seeing, the existence of prostitution;
but it does not protect it or legalise it. The State interferes
with a diseased woman in the same way and for the same

object that it interferes with a typhus or scarlatina patient
or an obnoxious trade-viz., to avert or limit the evil effects.
And these effects, in the case of the disease of which we are

speaking, are not limited to the individuals infringing this
moral law, nor does their incidence fall on the greatest,
most frequent, or most opulent sinners. Their remote con-

sequences involve innocent wives and unborn children; and
the effects of the sins of an ignorant, thoughtless, and im-

petuous youth reappear in this direction, when he has be-
come a religious and God-fearing man, to blast his hopes
and happiness, and the happiness of those he holds most
dear, for the remainder of his and possibly their existence.
It does not do, moreover, to ignore the fact that every
woman has the power to bring police surveillance to an end
by quitting her course of life ; and it is certain that the Acts
have been powerfully instrumental towards this result with
those who had no chance when left to their own unaided

efforts, as well as in deterring many from commencing it.
Can Mr. STANSFELD adduce an illustration to prove that

anything like the same amount of good-moral and religious
good-has resulted from any other method? P As to the

manipulation of the figures in the official reports, Mr. STANS-
FELD is here singularly unfortunate; for it so happens that
the statistical tables of the Army Medical Reports were
drawn up by Dr. BALFOUR, who was very sceptical of the
benefits of, if not altogether opposed to, the recent legis-
lation on the subject, and his own figures carried conviction
to his mind; and these figures dispose of much that Mr.
STANSFELD advances on the hygienic side of the question.
They show that, on an average of five years, the proportion
per thousand of mean strength constantly in hospital with
the worst and most dangerous forms of complaint at the
stations not under the Acts was rather more than double

that of the stations under the Acts.

THE last two numbers of TuE LANCET have included de-

scriptions of the manner in which the sewage of Windsor
Castle, Eton, and Brighton is treated, and some of the

practical results that have followed the application of each
process. Sanitary authorities, urban and rural, all over

the country, are at the present time so hopelessly and help-
lessly bewildered with reference to this question that we
prefer to record facts rather than state opinions. For the

late discussions between the Richmond and Brentford au-
thorities and the Thames conservators are still fresh in oui

memories; and we cannot forget how certain undic-nified
proceedings that took place at an official inquiry held ai
Windsor some four months ago have at that place made
confusion worse confounded, which is the more marked
inasmuch as their nearest neighbours on either side have
contrived to put the drainage of their respective quarter,
in order in a quiet but, as it appears, a very effective

way. And during the past month the daily journals have
been crowded with a great variety of sewage intelligence
and sewage theories. The drainage difficulty at Chorlton is
to be solved by " inviting Captain LiERrruR to suggest
plans," and the conditions imposed upon him are such as
might appal the most confident and enterprising of en-
gineers. The Wimbledon Local Board have accepted con-
tracts for deposit tanks, filter beds, and sewers, which will
in the aggregate amount to nearly &pound; 50,000. An article in

the Standard on this subject evoked opinions from various
learned authorities, the sum of which (an oft-told tale) is

that we are not yet provided with an efficient mode of dis-

posing of and utilising our sewage. As these remarks are

not controversial, we elect to refer our readers to Dr. KEB-
HELi/s observations on the drainage of Brighton as recorded
in last week’s LANCET.

It is, however, worth while to epitomise the facts just now
before us. Those recorded about Brighton theweek before last
show that, after more than twelve years’ consideration, the au-
thorities of this town now possess a large intercepting sewer’
constructed under the superintendence of Sir JOHN HAWK-

SHAw, which, after running a distance of seven miles along
the entire front of the town, discharges into the sea. So

much for disposal and utilisation. The sewage has been

sent eastward-i. e., up-hill,-instead of westward ; and the
works have cost about &pound;150,000. But, inasmuch as the

capacity of the sewer is insufficient during stormy weather,
two of the old outfalls (the western and the main valley)
are retained as storm overflows; and in times of flood, as
our Commissioner remarks, " the torrent of foul water, after

flushing the sewers, runs straight into the sea." The fall

from the middle of the town to Portobello is so slight (about
three feet in a mile) that it is barely sufficient to carry off
the sewage, and, as a consequence, the sewer is sometimes
full for the greater part of its course. No flushing arrange-
ments are made at the Cliftonville end. The ventilating
arrangements have already, as we may suppose, astonished
our readers considerably. Open ventilators, some not much
higher than a man’s head, others on the level of the road, are
placed at intervals of five hundred feet apart in front of the
town. No wonder that, as our Commissioner reports, " Some
of the flymen told us that the stench was unbearable."

If our readers will turn to THE LANCET of last week,
the following facts appear as regards the town of Eton :-
Under the superintendence of Messrs. RIPLEY and SUI-

MONDS the "separate" system of Mr. MENZIES has been
here adopted by utilising the old sewer drains for carrying
off the surface and storm water into the Thames, and by
laying impervious pipes of comparatively small calibre for
the sewage proper, which is conveyed to a pumping station
several miles away, and is eventually used for purposes of
irrigation. No overflow of foul water of any kind occurs,
or indeed can occur. The gradient of 5 ft. in the mile from
town to pumping station is sufficient to take off the sewage
at once; and examination shows that the pipes are always free
from deposit, inasmuch as, the storm and subsoil water being
excluded, no sand or other kinds of earth can enter. Flushing
tanks, moreover, are provided; and a large body of water
is sent through the entire system of sewage pipes twice or
thrice a week. These drains are ventilated at frequent
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intervals by tall pipes fixed to the gable ends of houses and
elsewhere, and the mouths of which open out above the

highest chimney-stacks. The utilisation of the sewage has

been effected without pecuniary loss, and the effluent water
has not troubled either the friends or the enemies of the

process, for none exists. The entire system has cost

&pound;20,000 (including purchase of land), no money having
been wasted on litigation. The works have now been in

operation about three years, no zymotic disease has

existed, and the practical results have been, both as

regards the College and the town, eminently satisfactory.
Windsor Castle is drained upon the same principle, which
has been in operation there for nearly two years; and we
are informed on reliable authority that the sanitary con-
dition of the building and the health of the Royal House-
hold have since been excellent in every respect.
We have endeavoured studiously to abstain from criti-

cism in placing before our readers, as briefly as possible,
the above facts regarding the sewage and drainage arrange-
ments of two of the most important towns, and the grandest
Royal residence in England. The merits and demerits (as
they have appeared to us) of the plans adopted are set
forth in the articles above referred to. Comparisons may
be odious; but in the interests of public health, at all

events, they must sometimes be made. And so we simply
say: 

" Look on this picture and on this !"
&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;

PROFESSOR VOlT some time ago showed that, although
gelatine was not capable of directly entering into the com-
position of the body, yet it underwent decomposition in the
blood, and thus spared albumen; and ETZINGER, under
VOlT’S supervision, has recently (Zeitschrift fiir Biologie,
Band x., Heft 1) endeavoured to show what part gelatine-
yielding tissues play in the ordinary diet of man and carni-
vora. Gelatine, as is well known, is obtained, by boiling, from
the various connective tissues, including under this head
bone, cartilage, fascia, tendon, and ligamentous tissue, which
are more or less common articles of consumption. It is

generally held, however, that they are indigestible; and we
find FRERICHS stating, in bis "Handworterlmch der Phy-
siologie," that tendons and fasci&aelig; may frequently be found
in the small and large intestines of animals fed on raw flesh,
and that, in so far as they are not acted on by the gastric
juice, they exhibit a remarkable indisposition to undergo
solution in the other fluids of the alimentary canal. Many
researches have, however, shown that the gelatine-yielding
tissues, even including the bones, are digestible. BOERHAAVE,
HALLER, REAUMUR, SPALLANZANI, and many others, have

supplied evidence on this point. ETZrNGER’s own researches

were made with artificial gastric juice, containing 0’3 per
cent. of hydrochloric acid and the glycerine extract of the
stomach of the pig, which contains pepsin. The first series

of experiments was with gflatine itself, separate portions of
which were acted on by hydrochloric acid alone, by pepsin
without acid, and by pepsin with acid. The results were

that gelatine underwent no change for a long period in
water at the temperature of the body, or in a dilute solution
of hydrochloric acid. On the other hand, gelatine was no

longer capable of gelatinising-i. e., of assuming the solid
form-after exposure for forty-eight hours to a mixture of

pepsin and acid. Experiments with the ligamentum nuch&aelig;,
in which about 300 grains of the moist ligament were im.
mersed in the 0’3 per cent. acid solution containing glycerine,
showed that in the course of two days the ligament was broken
up into fibres, and that in ten days it had undergone almost
complete solution. Experiments with tendons showed that
they were but slightly acted on by dilute hydrochloric acid
alone, the amount dissolved in eight days under such circum.
stances being only 12 per cent.; whilst, when pepsin was added
in the above proportion, 94 per cent. underwent solution in
the course of only three days. Experiments with cartilage
(the cartilage used being the fresh unboiled costal cartilage
of the calf) showed in like manner that hydrochloric acid
alone had little action upon it, whilst it quickly under-
went solution in the artificial gastric juice. In the former

case only 24 per cent. had been dissolved in eight days; in
the latter, 75 per cent. in five days. Lastly, experiments
with bones, in which the long bones of oxen were rasped
down with a file, and the coarse powder placed either,in
dilute hydrochloric acid or in the artificial gastric juice,
showed that, after ten days, with the former, 80 parts per
cent. of the dry bone, as a whole, were dissolved; 69 per
cent. of the organic, and 86 per cent. of the inorganic con.
stituents of the bone. With the latter, 88 per cent. of the
total dry bone was dissolved, with 76 per cent. of the or.

ganic, and 95 per cent. of the inorganic constituents; show.
ing that with the artificial gastric juice more both of the
organic and inorganic substances were dissolved than with
diluted hydrochloric acid alone. These experiments, col.

lectively, demonstrate that the gelatine-yielding tissues are
largely soluble in the gastric juice. They do not, however,
show whether gelatine is of much service in nutrition; and
ETZINGER applied himself to solve this problem, and espe-
cially to determine whether absorption of gelatine and the
products of the digestion of gelatine, and of the gelatine-
yielding tissue, took place in the alimentary canal, and in
the large intestines. For this purpose careful dieting of
animals was instituted with coincident analyses of their
urine and fseces. The results showed that, in the cases of

bone, cartilage, and tendon alike, these substances not only
undergo digestion, but are absorbed into the blood and play
an important part in nutrition. These substances, there-

fore, instead of being entirely cast aside as useless articles
of diet, may advantageously be consumed in moderate quan-
tities ; and an interesting fact has been incidentally noticed
both by VOlT in previous researches, and by ETZINGER in
the present; of which, perhaps, some practical application
might be made-namely, that the administration of bone-
filings caused speedy evacuation of the bowels; in fact,
there is no substance not producing diarrhoea which so

quickly traverses the intestinal canal as this. Professor

VO]IT has observed the first motion containing bones within
five hours and a half after their administration by the
mouth.

m

THE "’Regulations" relating to station hospitals, and
those detailing the duties of medical officers "attached" to

corps, having been promulgated, a commencement has been
made in the working of the new order of things. The old

regimental system has been disestablished, and the general
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staff system is to reign in its stead. The advocates of

neither party appear to be satisfied; for, while the regi-
mental men mourn the loss of their regimental hospitals
and regimental method of procedure, the advocates of the

general staff system refuse to accept the existing order of
things as the legitimate expression of their views. The

medical authorities, if they have fallen very short of realis-
ing their ideal of what the general staff system should be,
seem determined that a beginning should be practically
made of the working of the new system at once, and that
it should be left to time and trial to indicate its defects.

Logically considered, we presume the system is something
of this sort: that the medical personnel and mat&eacute;riel should

be estimated for and apportioned according to the number
of sick, and not according to the number of corps and bat-
teries ; that a given number of sick being taken as a work-

ing unit on which to fix an establishment, the requirements
of a large or small force, under the varying conditions of
peace and war, are to be provided for by such additions,
multiplications, and distribution of the establishment as

may be necessary; that, in order to carry this out, the

Medical Service should be one, its officers amenable directly
to the orders of their superiors in rank in their own depart-
ment, and available for all the functions and duties of theii

respective ranks. Under any system whatever, so long as
separate corps and battalions exist, these must have medical
aid immediately available. The new Regulations provide
for this by 11 attaching" a medical officer to each battalion
for the discharge of the special duties in connexion with it ;
but the sick of any given station will now be admitted into
the nearest station hospital, which will be utilised for the
accommodation and treatment of the sick generally of the

troops in its vicinity, without regard to the corps or regi-
ments from which they come. The number of medical

officers apportioned to a district will be based upon the
strength of the troops garrisoned in it, modified by any
special circumstances that may require to be provided for ;
and these medical officers, instead of being distributed by
regiments or batteries, will be apportioned to the station
hospitals, and to such other duties as may be required to
be performed in connexion therewith. Every station hos-

pital will be under the charge of the senior medical officer,
subject to the authority and supervision of the general or
other officer commanding the troops and the principal
medical officer of the district. This seems to us to be

the main idea or principle of the new system. Setting
aside the objections which may be brought against the
principle, and the specific advantages that may be urged
in favour of the regimental system by those who are as
strongly in favour of the latter as they are opposed to
the former, we think that the defects which have been,
fairly enough as it seems to us, pointed out in the new
Regulations, may prove more apparent than real. Foi

instance, we cannot believe that it is the intention oj

the authorities to cut off medical officers " attached" tc

regiments from all hospital work and confine their offices t(
prescribing for trivial cases of illness among the men, at.

tending the women and children, and exercising a genera
sanitary supervision over the barracks, &c. The secont

clause in the published detail of duties of such officers

may have been purposely drawn up to admit of their

taking over the care of the sick in hospital whenever
their other duties would allow of this being done. More-

over, attached medical officers will require leave like other
men, and they cannot be expected to be permanently and
continuously on duty in their barracks. The functions

they discharge must sometimes devolve upon other officers,
and to enable the younger men to become acquainted with
these, and with the discipline and details of regimental life,
we must assume that the medical officers doing duty at a
station hospital will be available for other work also outside
the hospital. The principle, in short, as far as we can

gather, is rather to introduce more elasticity instead of
more restriction into the discharge of professional duties-
at’least this should be the result, or one of the alleged main

advantages of the new scheme will be entirely sacrificed.

Medical Annotations.
" Ne quid nimis."

THE FEMALE MEDICAL SCHOOL.

THE reply of the Council of the College of Surgeons to
the inquiry addressed to them by the supporters of the
proposed school for medical women was, as will be seen by
reference to THE LANCET of last week, of a sufficiently cau-
tious character. The application in question was so evi-
dently the thin edge of the wedge that we cannot wonder
at the Council’s caution, nor at the endeavour made by
some of its members, as we understand, to extract more
information as to the character of the proposed school from
one of its supporters who occupies a seat at the Council-
board. Mr. Critchett was, however, we believe, somewhat
vague in his statements, and did not throw much light
upon the subject; and we must therefore fall back upon
the facts as they came before the Council.
A list of gentlemen proposed as teachers in the school

was submitted to the Council for their approval, but appa-
rently the name of the lady who in the printed prospectus
of the school is put down as lecturer on midwifery was
withheld. The organisers of the new school must be well

aware that the College of Surgeons has no power to refuse
recognition to a medical school the teachers of which com-
ply with certain regulations as to the possession of a

museum and other appliances for teaching, quite inde-
pendently of the names or characters of the proposed
teachers. But certificates qualifying for the diploma will
not be received in the subjects of Anatomy, Physiology, or
Midwifery, " unless the teachers in such school be members
of some legally-constituted College of Physicians or Sur-
geons in the United Kingdom." It is not probable, we
imagine, that the Council of the College will relax its rule
in favour of a lady whose only registerable diploma is that
of the Apothecaries’ Society; but if Fellows or Members
of any British College choose to take the lectureships, no

’ 

doubt their certificates would be recognised, whether their
pupils are masculine, feminine, or neuter.

_ The Council of the College of Surgeons very wisely
, guarded itself against any implied readiness to recognise
) 

an incomplete school about which it had no information;
and, since an anatomical and pathological collection is not

’ 

made in a day, and certainly is not to be bought " in
market overt," we imagine it will be some time before thequestion of recognition can seriously arise. But would

3 "recognition" be of any use if the College of Surgeons


